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for William W. Phelps, and instructed him to take their 
families to Cincinnati by the second steamboat, arriving 
at Nauvoo; and when he arrived there to commence peti- 
tioning the President of the United States and Congress 
for redress of grievances, and see if they would grant the 
Church liberty and equal rights. Joseph then said: ‘‘Go 
to our wives, and tell them what we have concluded to do, 
and learn their feelings on the subject; and tell Emma 
you will be ready to start by the second steamboat, and 
she has sufficient money wherewith to pay the expenses. 
If you ascertain by tomorrow morning that there is any- 
thing wrong, come over the river to Montrose, to the 
house of Captain John Killien, and there you will learn 
where we are.”’ 

About midnight, Joseph, Hyrum and Dr. Richards 
ealled for Orrin P. Rockwell at his lodgings, and all went 
up the river bank until they found Aaron Johnson’s boat, 
which they got into, and started about 2 a. m to cross 
the Mississippi river. Orrin P. Rockwell rowed the skiff, 
which was very leaky, so that it kept Joseph, Hyrum 
and the doctor busy baling out the water with their boots 
and shoes to prevent it from sinking. 

Sunday, 23.—At daybreak arrived on the Iowa side of 
the river. Sent Orrin P. Rockwell back to Nauvoo with 

instructions to return the next night with 
Preparations 
for the West- horses for Joseph and Hyrum, pass them over 
ern Journey, the river in the night secretly, and be ready 
to start for the Great Basin in the Rocky Mountains. 

Joseph, Hyrum and Dr. Richards walked up to Captain 
John Killien’s house, where they arrived at sunrise; but 
he not being at home, they went from thence to Brother 
William Jordan’s. About 9 a. m. Dr. Bernhisel came 
over the river to visit Joseph; also Reynolds Cahoon, 
who made some explanations respecting Governor Ford’s 
letter. 

Early in the morning a posse arrived in Nauvoo to 


June 1844] HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 549 


arrest Joseph, but as they did not find him, they started 
back to Carthage immediately, leaving one rival ofthe 
man of the name of Yates behind them, who Constable’s 
said to one of the brethren that Governor a 

Ford designed thatif Joseph and Hyrum were not given 
up, he would send his troops and guard the city until they 
were found, if it took three years to do it. 

At 1 p. m. Emma sent over Orrin P. Rockwell, request- 
ing him to entreat of Joseph to come back. mars ar 
Reynolds Cahoon accompanied him with a sage to the 
letter which Emma had written to the same mr 
effect, and she insisted that Cahoon should persuade 
Joseph to come back and give himself up. When they 
went over they found Joseph, Hyrum and Willard in a 
room by themselves, having flour and other provisions on 
the floor ready for packing. 

Reynolds Cahoon informed Joseph what the troops 
intended to do, and urged upon him to give himself up, 
inasmuch as the Governor had pledged his faith and the 
faith of the state to protect him while he underwent a 
legal and fair trial. Reynolds Cahoon, Lorenzo D. 
Wasson and Hiram Kimball accused Joseph of cowardice 
for wishing to leave the people, adding that their prop- 
erty would be destroyed, and they left without house or 
home. Like the fable, when the wolves came the shep- 
herd ran from the flock, and leftthe sheep to be devoured. 
To which Joseph replied, ‘‘If my life is of no value to my 
friends it is of none to myself.”” 

Joseph said to Rockwell, ‘‘What shall I do??? Rock- 
well replied, ‘‘You are the oldest and ought to Consultation 
know best; and as you make your bed, I will with Rock- 
lie with you.’’ Joseph then turned to Hyrum, e 
who was talking with Cahoon, and said, ‘‘Brother Hyrum, 
you are the oldest, what shall we do?” Hyrum said, 
“Let us go back and give ourselves up, and see the thing 
out.’’ After studying a few moments, Joseph said, ‘‘If 


